
2022 FUNDRAISING 

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT2022 BY THE NUMBERS

WHAT CAN YOU DO? Donate, gather supplies, 
volunteer or host a small fundraiser. 

For more information:
Call us: 1-573-875-0503 

Email: info@TrueNorthofColumbia.org 
Website: www.TrueNorthofColumbia.org

lf you or someone you know  needs  our 
services, PLEASE CALL US AT:

1-800- 548-2480
True North of Columbia 

PO BOX 1367, Columbia MO 65205

MISSION STATEMENT: To provide safety, shelter, 
education and transitional support for those who have 
been affected by domestic and sexual violence and to 
empower all to create a safer community.

OUR VISION: A community free from domestic and sexual 
violence, where healthy relationships thrive.
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BEFORE

HOW WE MAKE IT HAPPEN

Administration  
8.66%

Fundraising 
7.29%

Program Expenses 
84.05%

Private Donations 
35.18%

State Funds 5.75%

Local Funds 6.35%

Federal Funds  
52.72%

Fundraising and private donations make up over 
one-third of our revenues and are critical to True 
North's mission. 

Little Black Dress: Little Black Dress has become 
our signature fundraiser. Each year over 700 
women attend this gala-style event to support and 
raise awareness for domestic and sexual violence. 
In 2022, this event raised $126,908.

Men as Allies: This exclusive breakfast is held in the 
late summer/early fall to raise awareness of the 
dynamics of domestic and sexual violence and the 
services we offer to our community. In 2022, over 
220 men attended and came together to help us 
raise $69,086. 

True North Radiothon: In 2022, Zimmer 
Communications hosted its first annual Radiothon 
for True North. This event provided awareness for 
domestic and sexual violence through interviews 
with individuals who have received services from 
True North. This first time event raised $24,418!

Other: Other events/campaigns (including the 
agency’s Year End mailing campaign) raised 
$180,920.26 in 2022 for agency operations!

Veterans United Foundation has also donated $1.25 
million to the True North Advocacy Center which is 
currently in the planning phases.  

ANNUAL EXPENSES FUND SOURCES

True North held a reception to 
recognize the re-named Children’s 
Cabin as the Arendt-Gysbers 
Children’s Center in honor of the 
significant contributions made by 
Elinor Arendt and Norman Gysbers.  
Residents planted rose bushes on 
the shelter grounds in their honor 
as well.

In November, 2022, we welcomed 
our new Executive Director, Michele 
Snodderley! Michele has a wealth of 
experience in nonprofit 
administration and in working with 
individuals who have experienced 
trauma. She has a Bachelor's degree 
in Family Studies and Gerontology 
and a Master's degree in Criminal 
Justice from Columbia College.

5,877 nights of emergency shelter 
provided

3,694 calls answered through the 
crisis hotline 

69 volunteers provided 4,485 
hours of direct services to our 
clients

86% of clients from Boone County

mailto:info@TrueNorthofColumbia.org
http://www.truenorthofcolumbia.org/


Michele Snodderley  
Executive Director 

True North of Columbia

Ashley Emel
President, Board of Directors 

True North of Columbia

Dear Donors, Colleagues and Friends,

For almost four decades, True North of Columbia has been the beacon of 
hope for victims of intimate partner domestic and sexual violence, offering a 
safe haven, advocacy, counseling, and guidance on the journey to healing.  As 
the only domestic and sexual violence shelter in Boone County, we are 
focused on building a community that is free from intimate partner domestic 
and sexual violence, where those we serve are embraced by love and support, 
and where healthy relationships thrive. 

The past couple of years have impacted our organization and community in 
ways we couldn’t have imagined, with data showing that domestic violence 
has increased significantly worldwide. As we look forward to the end of 2023, 
True North is projected to hit a record high year in the services to be provided 
to victims and survivors in our community, and still we know there are cases 
that go unreported. 

Since joining the agency in November 2022, I am inspired daily by the staff 
and volunteers that make up our True North Team. Through their 
unwaivering commitment, this incredible team has provided support services 
to over 700 victims just last year! Their dedication, combined with our 
devoted Board of Directors, works to increase awareness and support in our 
community. To continue to provide ongoing, quality services in Boone 
County, I look forward to working with this team to further our plans for a new 
building campaign, increase capacity and meet the growing service needs in 
Columbia and Boone County.

Imagine a world where every victim has a safe space to heal, to rebuild, and to 
thrive. Together, we are making this happen. One individual reported that 
through True North’s children’s program, support groups, counseling and 
other support services, she found stable, full time employment, permanent 
housing, and became a pillar in her community. Because of this, her children 
were able to spend a full year in the same school and she rediscovered her 
strength and confidence as a parent.

This is just one story. One story that you were a part of. We need YOU to turn 
this one story into many more.

Discover how you can be a part of this journey at TrueNorthofColumbia.org. 
Together, we can create a community free from domestic and sexual violence 
where healthy relationships thrive.

With Deepest Gratitude,

Glen Ehrhardt 
Secretary

Kathi Betz          
Past President

Jeri Doty

Laura Schemel

Ashley Emel 
President

Wendy Wiederhold 
Vice President 

Nancy Allison

Chad Gooch 

Courtney Barnes

Ashley Minor

2023 TRUE NORTH BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Angela Gentry

Laura Crouch 
President Emeritus
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Jon Class 
Treasurer

Jose Caldera

Kelly Poor
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